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and Turcomans are all there of recent date." f Echoes of
the old Syriac or Aramaic speech are heard in the broad
Arabic vowels sounded in the Maronite villages near the
cedars of Lebanon. The fair complexions and blue eyes
common among the Greek Christians are seldom seen
among the Maronites of the Kesrouan district above Bey-
rout. The typical face of this thickly populated region is
round rather than oval; the eyes are well-set, almond-
shaped, and black or brown in color; the nose is inclined
to be broad; the teeth are white and regular; the complex-
ion is a healthy olive with almost no red color; the stat-
ure is medium. In the cedar district in the north of the
Lebanon the women are handsome, with round faces and
pink-and-white complexion.

About three hundred thousand Maronites now live in the
Lebanon, forming about three-quarters of the entire popula-
tion. They are mainly concentrated in the northern half,
beyond the Dog River, but they are scattered as well through
the southern half, which is sometimes called the Mountain
of the Druses. One hundred thousand more are found
in Beyrout2 and the other maritime cities of Syria, in
Aleppo, Damascus, Cyprus, Egypt, and in foreign lands.
For some years there has been a considerable Maronite
floating population in the United States, Brazil, Australia,
etc. A few hundred Maronites live in Nazareth, Jerusalem,
and elsewhere in Palestine, but at present their hold on the
Holy Land proper is feeble. After the expulsion of the
Crusaders they had possessions in the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, but it is said they were forced to sell these to the
Franciscans. About the middle of the eighteenth century
they still had several churches in Jerusalem, with a con-
siderable following, but owing to a double persecution
from the government on the one hand, and from the Fran-
ciscans on the other, their property was taken over by the
Greeks and the Franciscans, while the majority of the people
became Latins, that is to say, Roman Catholics proper. In
the same way the native Latins of Nazareth are said to be

1 See the "Mission de Phdnicie," by E. Renan, p. 335.

2 The Maronite population of Beyrout is 50,000.